“The Professionals” Semi-Automatic Pistols

1911 Pistol Procedures (Revised August ’09)

You will need one pistol and two magazines capable of holding 5 rounds, and a civilian or military leather or canvas holster that will safely retain the pistol.  No nylon or Velcro.  The typical cowboy holster will safely retain a 1911, but if that’s what you plan to use, check it out in advance.

After considerable deliberation, we have decided not to permit the use of two 1911’s shot Gunfighter style.  We know an experienced shooter can do it safely, but for us, dumping the magazine and reloading is more in tune with what this side match is all about.  


While the pistol is holstered behind the firing line, the hammer will be lowered, and there will be no magazine in the gun.  Magazines may be loaded with 5 rounds behind the line or at the loading table.  Magazines that are loaded with more than five rounds will result in a Minor Safety Penalty.  

At the loading table, the shooter will show the Loading Table Officer that the pistol is clear, and drop the hammer on the empty chamber with full force by pulling the trigger.  Insert a magazine loaded with no more than 5 rounds into the pistol and holster with hammer down on empty chamber.  A stage will typically (though not necessarily always) require two magazines.  The second magazine will be carried to the line in a pouch or pocket and loaded into the gun from the body.  If the magazines are used back-to-back at the same position, tactical reloads (shoot 4, reload, and shoot 6) are allowed.  

The shooter will draw and cycle the pistol on the clock when it is time for the first 5 pistol rounds to be shot.  If there is movement and/or a split between the two 1911 pistol strings, the pistol may be safely staged on a prop with the slide locked open.  A loaded magazine that is dropped during a stage is dead and may not be retrieved.  Dropped magazines or accidentally ejected cartridges may be replaced from the body.  When the shooter is finished with the 1911 on the stage, they will safely stage the pistol on a prop, locked open.  It is not necessary to remove the magazine before grounding the pistol

At the conclusion of the entire stage, the RO will require the shooter to remove the magazine, show that the 1911 is clear, close the slide, drop the hammer with full force on the empty chamber, and holster.  The RO will them inform the Unloading Table Officer that the pistol has been cleared and made safe.  The Unloading Table Officer does not need to re-check a pistol that has been OK’d by the RO.   

Other Semi-Automatic Pistols


The 1911 procedures will be adhered to with exceptions as needed for the type of pistol being used.  The shooter must demonstrate familiarity with the weapon and be able to clear a jam, show clear and make it safe.  

