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From the President

The Brave New World of 
Reloading

I saw an interesting discussion, or argument I 
guess,  about  the  lack  of  reloading  components 
available  on  the  open  market.   These  things  aren’t 
usually  interesting,  but  this  one  got  into  some 
provocative  territory.   Of  course,  there  were  the 
standard arguments about the cause of it.  The current 
front-runner  is  the  military  theory,  and  in  particular, 
Ukraine. Supposedly that’s where all  the primers and 
powder and bullets are going. Proponents of the military 
theory all point out that reloaders aren’t even a blip on 
the radar screen of market share, and so we’re just not 
worth messing with right now. I guess that really is the 
second theory,  namely,  in  the big picture,  we are an 
after-thought market and only get catered to when there 
are no bigger fish to fry.

An  eye  opening  statistic  was  included  in  the 
Ukraine  theory.  I  turns  out  that  a  single  155  mm 
howitzer  shell,  which  we  send  over  there  by  the 
thousands,  consumes  thirteen  pounds  of  powder, 
roughly enough to load 25,000 rounds of 9mm. I read 
that  and  thought,  “no  way.”  But  thirteen  pounds  of 
powder is 91,000 grains, so yeah, I can see that. 

The  after-thought  theory  is  a  bitter  pill  to 
swallow for some reloaders. We like to think we are the 
life  blood  of  the  gunpowder  industry,  and  SASS 
shooters are as bad about that as anybody. We got this 
silly idea because during the boom years of SASS, they 
invented Trail Boss powder just for us. Well, the boom 
years are done, and they haven’t made Trail Boss for a 
long time. Hope springs eternal, though, and every six 
months  or  so  the  rumor  resurfaces  that  they  are 
“making a limited amount of Trail Boss in Australia and 
it is expected to be available in the US by the end of 
next  year.”  I  tend  to  doubt  it,  and  if  they  do,  it  will 
probably  be  something  like  $100  for  a  nine  ounce 
bottle. Homey ain’t gonna play that. 

                                  Continued on page 2

    Multi-Use Cowboy Ammo
                     By

        Nasty Newt

This  article  was  prompted  by  some  pistol 
cartridge brass that Bad Bascomb gave me. It is head-
stamped “44-AFF 4 in 1.” Mull that over for a while, and 
I’ll come back to it later.

We all know about the long and short combos: 
38  Special  and  357  Magnum,  44  Special  and  44 
magnum, and numerous others.  A gun chambered for 
the long one will shoot the short one, but much to my 
surprise back in 1995, there is more to the story than 
that. My first cowboy action rifle was a Rossi Model 92 
in 44 magnum.  I wanted 45 Colt, to match my EMF 
clones,  but  like  everybody  else,  Rossi  listed  it,  but 
didn’t have it.  Almost everyone, including the women, 
shot 44s and 45s in those days. But that’s a story for 
another day. 

Anyhow, Since I knew my 44 magnum would 
shoot 44 specials, I  bought ten boxes, which my rifle 
would not feed. A guy that shot at West End Gun Club 
at Lytle Creek did an action job on it and set it up to 
feed the shorter round, which it does flawlessly to this 
day, but as a lever action neophyte I didn’t know going 
in that the overall length issue was even a thing. Oh, 
but it is.

Makers of Western movies had, and probably 
still  use,  their  own version  of  a  multi-use round,  the 
five-in-one  movie  blank.  I’m  sure  thousands  if  not 
millions of them have been fired on movie sets. I used 
to think the name meant it would work in five different 
calibers, but it means five guns: single action revolvers 
in 44-40, 45 Colt, and 38-40, and model 92s in 44-40 
and 38-40. Of course the revolvers aren’t particular,
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 Multi-Use  continued from page 1

and the versatile Model 92 Winchester could be set 
up to run those things at near machine gun speed. 
Just ask Chuck Connors.

Speaking  of  TV  shows,  I’m  sure  you  all 
remember Steve McQueen’s series, “Wanted Dead 
or  Alive”  on which he played bounty hunter  Josh 
Randall.  His gun was a mare’s leg, a cut-down---
you  guessed  it,  Model  92.  However,  somebody 
decided to enhance the “cool” factor by putting 45-
70s in his bullet loops. This doesn’t really count as 
multi-use, since those 45-70s wouldn’t even begin 
to go in his gun, but they did look cool. 

Now, about those 44-AFF 4 in 1s. At one 
point, Bad Bascomb was having trouble finding 44 
Russian and got this from a SASS shooter named 
Prairie  Dog.  It  was  made  by  a  company  called 
American Frontier Firearms. They are long defunct, 
but at one time catered to the cowboy action crowd, 
selling conversion replicas and ammunition.  These 
cartridges  were  designed  to  fire  in  revolvers 
chambered in 44 Russian. 44-40, 44 Special, and 
44 magnum.  Kind of a neat idea. I mentioned that I 
was  trimming  44  Special  for  my  Italian  Bodeo 
revolver in 10.4 Italian Ordnance. He said I could 
try those if I wanted to.  They didn’t work out but I 
thought the 4 in 1 idea was a good one, since it 
added 44-40 into the equation.                    NN

  

                    State Champion Buckle

Robbers Roost Vigilantes
Executive Board

President
Nasty Newt

Vice President
Bad Bascomb

Secretary
Goode Bascomb

Treasurer
Desert Willow

Territorial Governor/Webmaster
M. C. Ryder

Range Officer/Sgt. at Arms
Cowboy Earl

Match Director Emeritus
Just George

The Robbers Roost Vigilantes Executive Board and 
the editor of  The Vigilante are not  responsible for 
mishaps of any nature that might occur from the use 
of  published  loading  data  or  from  the 
recommendations by any member of the staff, guest 
writers, or from products sold by advertisers.

  
  
    
  
  

  

  
  

From the President Continued from page 1
The  third  theory  is  a  world-wide  shortage  of 

nitrocellulose.  I  guess  that  would  mean  the  world  is 
running out of cotton. I don’t know how that could be, 
but I’ve been surprised before.

Most of us have found alternatives to the kinds 
of powder we used back in the good old days when you 
could  find  anything  you  wanted  anywhere.   When  I 
started making shotgun shells  I  used Clays.  I’m now 
using Red Dot, and haven’t seen any of that for sale for 
a long time.  And so it goes. 

Cowboy Earl is a California State Champion

At the SASS California championship shoot this past May hosted by the Cajon Cowboys, our 
own Cowboy Earl shot his way to first place in the Frontiersman category and is the reigning state 
champion.  Congratulations, Cowboy Earl! We’ve all seen him blaze away with those cap and ball  
revolvers and make lots of smoke in a hurry with his rifle and shotgun, and he does it about as well 
as anybody.  He is a two-time state champion, having won the Frontier Cartridge Gunfighter category 
in 2022. And he is not alone breathing that rarified air. Goode Bascomb won the California State 
Ladies Silver Senior title in 2008.
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                                                 Business Card Advertising   
BAD BASCOMB  SASS #47,494

   (aka MARI TODD)

 425 W RIDGECREST BLVD.  RIDGECREST, CA 93555 

NAME BRANDS TO SURPLUS
QUALITY CLOTHING & EQUIPMENT

FOR TRAIL OR TRAVEL

(760) 375-7223

How to Join the 
Robbers Roost 
Vigilantes…
Come out to a RRV match, held the third (and sometimes 
first) Saturday of every month, or call Nasty Newt at 760-
375-7618, or MC Ryder at  760-384-2321, or mail  it  in. 
Our membership application is here RRV Membership 
Application Annual membership dues for the RRV are: 
single membership $25, member and spouse $30, family 
membership (including children under 18 living at home) 
$35. First time shooters will be able to take their FIRST 
(1)  NEW SHOOTERS CLASS for $10, any subsequent 
new  shooters  class  or  RRV  match  shoot  will  be  $10 
members,  $15  nonmembers.   Donations  for  shooting 
regular monthly RRV matches will be $10 members, $15 
non-members.   Memberships  run  from September  1  - 
August  31.   New  memberships  purchased  after 
September will be prorated depending on the number of 
months remaining and the type of membership.   RRV 
members are encouraged to become Single  Action 
Shooting Society (SASS) members.  Please call SASS 
at 877-411-SASS. SASS membership information 
can be found here:
h  ttp://www.sassnet.com/Membership-Main-001A.php    

SASS  membership  is  not  required  for  membership  in 
RRV, or participation in RRV regular monthly matches. 
RRV  encourages  all  shooters  to  join  and 
support the NRA and the NRA Foundation, and 
Ridgecrest Gun Range Association.  For further 
information  visit  our  website  at 
www.robbersroostvigilantes.com.

Schedule of Monthly Matches
Matches are announced on the web 
site and via email to club members.  
Cowboy matches are first (sometimes) 
and third Saturday.  Usually, Trail 
Walks are second Saturday, and BAMM 
and Cowboy Rifle are fourth Saturday, 
when scheduled.
Summer Hours:  Sign up around 7:00, 
Meeting around 7:45.

 

                                                                     

Defend the Roost 2009
Yes, that’s us.  Look at all those cars and RVs!  It seems a long time ago, I guess because it was a long time ago. 

We were up-and-comers in those days, and people came from all over to shoot our annual match.  Prior to the arrival of a  
shooter named Just George, our annuals had been strictly local affairs.  We kind of looked at them as a way of saying 
thanks to our members, with door prizes and a lunch after the match. George thought it would be fun to do big annuals,  
advertise in the Chronicle and invite shooters from all over, bring in vendors, have four days of shooting, and put on a big  
bash of an awards dinner. The thought of it actually scared me.  I was afraid we would fall flat on our faces.

We did not. We had about 130 shooters that year, and had the dinner at Kerr-McGee. My son-in-law Mitch spent 
Saturday night at the range with his dog, guarding the RVs. We did two annuals for a while, the second one, Resurrection,  
being the California State Black Powder Championship Match.  Halcyon days, for sure.  NN

http://www.sassnet.com/Membership-Main-001A.php%20%20
http://www.robbersroostvigilantes.com/MembershipApplication.doc
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http://www.guns4us.com/
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